

PEN 

IVnnant. n.f. [pennon , Fr.] 

1. A finall flag, enfign or colours: 

2. A tackle for hoifting things on board. Ainfwortb. 

Pennated. adj. [pennatus, Latin.] 

1. Winged. 

2. Pennated, amongft botanifts, arc thofe leaves of plants as 

grow direftly one againft another on the fame rib or (talk ; as 
thofe of afh and walnut-tree. Quincy 

PeNner. n.f [from/>fff.] 

1. A writer. 

2. A pencafe. Ainf. So it is called in Scotland. 

PennTless. adj. [from penny.] Moneylefs : poors wantine 

money. ° 

PENNON, n.f. [pennon, Fr.] A fmall flag or colour. 

Her yellow locks crifped like golden wire. 

About her (houlders weren loofely fhed. 

And when the wind amongft them did infpire. 

They waved like a pennon wide difpred. Fairy Queen. 

Harry fweeps through our land 
With pennant painted in the blood of Harfleur. Shakefp. 

High on his pointed lance his pennon bore, ‘ 

His Cretan fight, the conquer’d Minotaur. Dryden 

PE'NNY. n.f. plural pence, [penij, Saxon.] 

1. A fmall coin, of which twelve make a (hilling : a penny is 
the radical denomination from which Englilh coin is numbered, 
the copper halfpence and farthings being only nummorum fa¬ 
muli, a fubordinate fpecies of coin. 

She fighs and (hakes her empty (hoes in vain. 

No (liver penny to reward her pain. Dryden. 

One frugal on his birth-day fears to dine. 

Docs at a penny s coft in herbs repine. Dryden. 

2. Proverbially. A fmall fum. 

You (hall hear 

The legions, now in Gallia, looner landed 

In our not fearing Britain, than have tidings 

Of any penny tribute paid. Shakefpear's Cymbeline. 

We will not lend thee a penny. Shakefpeare. 

Bccaufe there is a latitude of gain in buying and felling, 
take not the utmoft penny that is lawful, for although it be 
lawful, yet it is not fafes Taylor’s Living Holy. 

3. Money in general. 

Pepper and Sabean incenfe take ; 

And with poft-hafte thy running markets make ; 

Be fure to turn the penny. Dryden. 

It may be a contrivance of fome printer, who hath a mind 
to make a penny. Swift's Mifcellanies. 

Pe'nnyroyal, or pudding grafs. n.f [pulegium , Lat.] 

Pennyroyal hath a labiated flower confiding of one leaf, 
whofe upper lip or creft is entire, but the lower lip or beard 
is divided into three parts; out of the flower cup rifes the 
pointal attended by four embryos, which afterwards become 
fo many feeds: to which may be added, that the flowers grow 
in (hort thick whorles. Miller. 

Pe'nny weight, n.f. [penny and weight.'] A weight contain¬ 
ing twenty-four grains troy weight. 

The Scvil piece of Eight is 1 1 pennyweight in the pound 
worfe than the Englilh ftandard, weighs fourteen pennyweight, 
contains thirteen pennyweight, twenty-one grains and fifteen 
mites, of which there are twenty in the grain of fterling 
filver, and is in value forty-three Englilh pence and eleven 
hundredths of a penny. Arbutbnot on Coins. 

Pe'nny WISE. adj. [ penny and wife.] One who faves fmall 
fums at the hazard of larger; one who is a niggard on 
improper occafions. 

Be not pennywife ; riches have wings and fly away of them- 
felves. Bacon. 

Pennyworth, n.f. [penny and worth. J 

1. As much as is bought for a penny. 

2. Any purchafe ; any thing bought or fold for money. 

As for corn it is nothing natural, fave only for barley and 
oats, and fome places for rye ; and therefore the larger penny¬ 
worths may be allowed to them. Spenfer on Ireland. 

Pirates may make cheap perm'worths of their pillage. 
And purchafe friends. Shakefpeare's Henry VI. 

You know I fay nothing to him, for he hath neither 
Latin, French nor Italian, and you may come into court, 
and fwear that I have a poor pennyworth of the Englilh. 

Shakefpeare. 

Lucian affirms, that the fouls of ufurers after their death 
are tranflated into the bodies of afles, and there remain cer¬ 
tain days for poor men to take their pennyworths out of their 
bones and fides by cudgel and fpur. Peacham. 

Though in purchafes of church lands men have ufually the 
cheapeft pennyworths, yet they have not always the beft bar¬ 
gains. South’s Sermons. 

3. Something advantageoufly bought; a purchafe got for lefs 
than it is worth. 

For fame he pray’d, but let the event declare 
He had no mighty pcnn'worth of his pray’r. Dryden. 

4. A fmall quantity. 

My fricndlhip I diftribute in pennyworths to thofe about me 
and who difpleafe me leaft, » Swift. 
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PEN 

PENSILE, adj. [penflis, Latin.] 

1. Hanging; fufpended. 

There arc two trepidations; the one manifeft and I™- 1 
the bell when ,t is pen/i/e ; the other, fecretof the “ ° f 
This ethereal fpace, “ c nunule P«tt. 
Yielding to earth and fea the middle place 
Anxious I a(k you, how the penftle ball 

„ c Should J ne y er ftr >ve to nor never fear to fall p • 

2. Supported above the ground. * ” r,5r « 

The marble brought, crcfts the fpaciousdome 
Ur forms the pillars long-extended rows 
On which the planted grove and penftle garden grows P • 

PENSION, n.f [penfion, l r.] An allowance made to » 
one without an equivalent. In England it is generally IS 

co“ P ’ y giVC " “ a hi ' din « f “ Sb 

A charity bellowed on the education of her young fubieP. 
has more merit than a thoufand penfums to thofe of% biiiT 

H nc t ,..J -uu N»T? 

He has liv d with the great without flattery, and been, 

(ncnd to men in power without penjions. p J 

Jr y X:;„r nou "'] Tofupportbyanartu 

One might expea to fee medals of France in the hicheft 
penechon when there .s a fociety penjioned and fet apart 
forthe defigning of them. Addifon on Ancient mS. 

I he hero William and the martyr Charles, 

One knighted Blackmore, and one penfion'd Quarles. Pot,, 

Pensionary, adj. [penfionnaire, French;] Maintained by 
penfions. > 

Scorn his houfhold policies. 

His filly plots and penfionary fpies. Damn 

They were devoted by penfionary obligations to the olive.’ 

Howel’s Vocal ForeL 

Pensioner, n.f. [from penfion.] 

1. One who is l'upported by an allowance paid at the will of 
another; a dependant. 

Prices of things neceftary for fuftentation, grew exceilivc 
to the hurt of penfmers, foldiers, and all hired lervants. Cami. 

Hovering dreams. 

The fickle penfioners of Morpheus’ train. Milton. 

The reftor is maintained by the perquifites of the curate’s 
office, and therefore is a kind of penfimer to him. Collier. 

2. A Have of (late hired by a ftipend to obey his matter. 

In Britain’s fenate he a feat obtains, 

And one more penfioner St. Stephen gains. Pope. 

PE'NSIVE. adj. [penfif, French; penfivo, Italian.] 

1. Sorrowfully thoughtful; forrowful; mournfully ferious; me¬ 
lancholy. 

Think it (fill a good work, which they in their penfve are 
for the well bellowing of time account wafte. Hooker. 

Are you at leifurc, holy father,— 

—My leifure ferves me, penfive daughter, now. Shakefp. 

Anxious cares the penfive nymph oppreft, 

And fecret paffions labour’d in her bread. Pope. 

2 . It is generally and properly ufed of perfons; but Prior has 
applied it to things. 

We at the lad approach of death (hall know 1 

The truth, which from thefe penfive numbers flow, [ 
That we purfue falfe joy, and fufFer real woe. Prior. J 

Pe'nsivEly. adv. [from penfive.] With melancholy; forrow- 
fully ; with gloomy ferioufnefs. 

So fair a lady did I fpy. 

On herbs and flowers (he walked pciifively 

Mild, but yet love (he proudly did forfake. Spenfer. 

Pe'nsiveness. n.f. [from penfive.] Melancholy; forrowful- 
nefs; gloomy ferioufnefs. 

Concerning the bleffings of God, whether they tend unta 
this life or the life to come, there is great caufe why we 
(hould delight more in giving thanks than in making requelh 
for them, inafmuch as the one hath penfivenefs and fear, the 
other always joy annexed. Hooker, b. v. f. 43 * 

Would’ft thou unlock the door 
To cold defpairs and gnawing penfivehefs. Herbert. 

Pent. part. pa(T. of pen. Shut up. 

Cut my lace afunder. 

That my pent heart may have fome fcope to beat. Shakefp. 

The fon of Clarence have I pent up clofe. Shakefpeare . 

Pent to linger 

But with a grain a day, I wouid not buy 

Their mercy. Shakefpeare's Coriolanus. 

Their armour help’d their harm, crufh’d in, and bruis d 
Into their fubftance pent. Milton. 

The foul pure fire, like ours, of equal force; 

But pent in fle(h, muft iflue by difeourfe. Dryden. 

Pent up in Utica he vainly forms t 

A poor epitome of Roman greatnefs. Addifon s Late. 

Pentaca psular. adj. [oriole and capfular.] Having hve 
cavities. -. 

Pe ntachord, adj. [irtvlt and An inftrument wi 

five firings. 

PentaedROCS. 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 


1. Scant; not plentiful. 

Some penurious fpring by chance appear d 
Scanty of water. y°" 

Penu riously. adv. [from penurious .] Sparingly ; not plen- 


PenTAe'dROUS. adj. [*&t and ?„>.] Having five fides. 

The pentaedrous columnar coralloid bodies are compoled of 
ftoc, fc. lengthways, and failing 

PENTAGON- n. /_ [pmgm, Fr. wi.1i and J'«»«•] A [from ftnwrim.] Niggardlinefs ; par- 


figure with five angles. 
b I know of that famous piece at Capralora, caft by Baroccio 
into the form of a pentagon with a circle inferibed Wot ton. 
Pentagonal, adj. [frompentagon.] Quinquangular; having 

five angles. . , ... 

The body being cut tranfverfely, its lurface appears like a 
net made up of pentagonal maflies, with a pentagonal Harm 
each ma(h. Woodward on Foffils. 

PeNTa'meter. n.f. [pentametre, Fr. pentametrum, Lat.J A 
Latin verfe of five feet. 

Mr. Diftich may poffibly play fome pentameters upon us, 
but he (hall be anfwered in Alexandrines. Addifon. 

Pentangular, adj. [zreilt and angular.] Five cornered. 

Hi* thick and bony feales (land in rows, fo as to make 
the fiefh almoft pentangular. Grew. 

Pentape'talous. adj. [vivlt and petala, Lat.] Having hve 

Pk'ntaspast. adj. [pentafpafie, Fr. w&li and Qirolu.] An 
engine with five pullies. Dul - 

Penta'stick. n.f [iriHU and rfo©*.] A compofition con¬ 
fiding of fiveverfes. 

Pe'ntastyle. n.J. [Vwf« and In architecture, a 

work in which are five rows of columns. Did?. 

Pe ntateuch, n.f. [ni-jlt and TtZypc ; pentateuque , Fr.] The 
five books of Mofcs. 

The author in the enfuing part of the pentateuch makes not 
unfrequent mention of the angels. Bentley. 

PENTECOST, n.f. [wsflowpi ; pcntacofie, Fr.] A feall 
among the Jews. 

Pentecofi fignifies the fiftieth, becaufe this fcaft was cele¬ 
brated the fiftieth day after the fixteenth of Nifan, which was 
the lecond day of the fcaft of the paffover: the Hebrews call 
it the feaft of weeks, becaufe it was kept feven weeks after the 
pailbver: they then offered the firft fruits of the wheat harveft, 
which then was completed: it was inftituted to oblige the 
Ifraelites to repair to the temple, there to acknowledge the 
Lord’s dominion, and al£b to render thanks to God for the 
law he had given them from mount Sinai, on the fiftieth day 
after their coming out of Egypt. Calmet. 

’Tis fince the nuptial of Lucentio, 

Come pentecofi as quickly as it will 

Some five and twenty years. Shakefpeare's Romeo and Juliet. 
Pf.nteco'stal. adj. [fro m pentecofi.] Belonging to Whitfun- 
tide. 

I have compofed fundry colleifts, made up out of the 
church collects with fome little variation ; as the col lefts ad- 
ventual, quadragefimal, pafchal or pentecofial. Sanderfon. 
Pe nthouse, n. /■ [pent, from pente, Fr. and houfe.] A (hed 
hanging out aflope from the main wall. 

This is the penihoufe under which Lorenzo defir’d us to 
make a (land. Shakefpeare's Merchant of Venice. 

Sleep (liall neither night nor day 
Hang upon his penthcuje lid. Shakefpeare. 

The'Turks lurking under their penthoufe, laboured with 
mattocks to dig up the foundation of the wall. Knolles. 

A blow .was received by riding under a penthoufe. Wifeman. 
Thofe defenfive engines, made by the Romans into the 
form of penthoufes to cover the aflailants from the weapons of 
the befieged, would he prcfcntly batter in pieces with ftoncs 
and blocks. Wilkins. 

My penthoufe eye-brows and my (baggy beard 
Offend vour light; but thefe are manly figns. Dryden. 
The chill rain 

Drops from fome penthoufe on her wretched head. 

Rowe. 

Pe ntice. n. f. [appentir, French ; pendiee, Italian. It is 
commonly fuppofed a corruption of penthoufe ; but perhaps 
pentice is the true word.] A (loping roof. 

Climes that fear the falling and lying of much fnow, ought 
to provide more inclining penticcs. Wotton. 

Pe ntile. n. f [pent and tile. ] A tile formed to cover the 
(loping part of the roof. 

Pentiles are thirteen inches long, with a button to hang on 
the laths ; they ate hollow and circular. Moxon. 

Pent up. part. adj. [pent, from pen and up.] Shut up. 

Clofe pentup guilts 

Rive your cortcealing continents. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

PENULT IMA. n.f [Latin.] The laft fyllable but one. 
Penumbra. n.J. [pene and umbra, Latin.] An imperffeft 
(hadow. 

The breadth of this image anfwered to the fun’s diameter, 
and was about two inches and the eighth part of an inch, 
including the penumbra. Newton. 

Penu'rious. adj. [from penuria, Latin.] 
i. Niggardly; (paring; not liberal; fordidly mean. 

What more can our penurious reafon grant 
To the large whale or caftled elephant. Prior . 


Hookerc 


Spenfer. 


^Hjf y Ve confider the infinite induftry and penurioufnefs of that 
people, it is no wonder that, notwithftanding they furnifli as 
great taxes as their neighbours, they make a better figure- 
° Addifon on the State of the Wor. 

PE'NURY. n.f. [penuria, Lat.] Poverty; indigence.^ 

The penury of the ecdefiaftical eftate. 

Who can perfeftly declare 
The wondrous cradle of thy infancy ? 

When thy great mother Venus firft thee bare, 

Begot of plenty and of penury. 

Sometimes am I king ; 

Then treafon makes me wi(h mylelf a beggar ; 

And fo I am : then crufhing penury 
Perfuadcs me, I was better when a king; 

Then I am king’d again. Shakefp. Richard ILL 

All innocent they were expofed to hardfnip and penury , 
which, without you, they could never have efcaped. Sprat. 

Let them not ftill be obftinately blind. 

Still to divert the good defign’d. 

Or with malignant fpnury 
To ftarvethe royal virtues of his mind. 

May they not juftly to our climes upbraid 
Shortnefs of night, and penury of (hade. 

Peony, n.f. [paonia, Latin.] 

The peony hath a flower compofed of feveral leaves, which 
are placed orbicularly, and expand in form of a rofe, out of 
whofe cinpalement rifes the pointal, which afterwards be¬ 
comes a fruit, in which feveral little horns bent downwards 
arc gathered, as it were, into a little head covered with down 
opening lengthways, containing many globular feeds. Miller. 

A phylician had often tried the peony root unfeafonably 
gathered without luccefs; but having gathered it when the 
decreafing moon pafles under Aries and tied the flit root about 
the necks of his patients, he had freed more than one from 
epileptical fits. Boyle. 

People, n.f [pcuplc, Fr. populus, Lat.] 

1 . A nation ; thefe who compofe a community. 

Prophefy again before many peoples and nations and 


Dryden. 

Prior. 


tongues. 


Revelations x. 11. 


Ants are a people not ftrong, yet they prepare their meat in 
fummer. Proverbs xxx. 25. 

What is the city but the people ? 

T rue the people are the city. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

2. The vulgar. 

The knowing artift may 

Judge better than the people, but a play 

Made for delight. 

If you approve it not, has no excufe. Waller. 

3. The commonalty ; not the princes or nobles; 

4. Perfons of a particular clafs. 

If a man temper his aftions to content every combination 
of people , the mufick will be the fuller. Bacon. 

A fmall red flower in the ftubble fields country people call 
the wincopipe. Bacon. 

5. Men, or perfons in general. In this fenfe, the word people 
is ufed indefinitely, like ou in French. 

The frogs petitioning for a king, bids people have a care of 
ftruggling with heaven. L'EJlrange. 

People were tempted to lend by great premiums and large 
intereft. Swift’s Mifcellanies. 

Watery liquor will keep an animal from ftarving by di¬ 
luting the fluids ; for people have lived twenty-four days uport 
nothing but water. Arbutbnot on Aliments. 

People in adverfity (hould preferve laudable cuftoms. Clarijfa. 

To Peo ple. v. a. [peupler, French.] To frock with inha¬ 
bitants. 

Suppofe that Brute, or whofoever elfe that firft peopled this 
ifland, had arrived upon Thames, and called the ifland after 
his name Britannia. Raleigh’s Hifiory of the World. 

He would not be alone, who all things can; 

But peopled Heav’n with angels, earth with man. 

Beauty a monarch is. 

Which kingly power magnificently proves 

By crouds of Haves, and peopled empire loves. 

A peopl’d city made a defert place. 

Imperious death direfts his ebon lance ; 

Peoples great Henry’s tombs, and leads up Holben’s dance. 

Prior. 

Pe pasticks. n.f. [trtiruuiu.] Medicines which are good to 
help the rawnefs of the ftomach and digeft crudities. DU 1 . 

Pe'pper. n. f. [piper, Lat. pcivre, Fr.] 

We have three kinds ot pepper ■, the black, the tfhite, and 
the long, which are three different fruits produced by three 
diftinft plants : black pepper is a dried fruit of the fize of a 
vetch and roundilh, but rather of a deep brown than a black 
l 9 Lr colour: 


Dryden. 


Dryden. 

Dryden. 



































































































